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Dear Orchard Families, April 16, 2021

Congratulations! Today is our final day of an A/B schedule. Whew! On behalf of all faculty and staff here at Orchard, we
sincerely thank you for your support and efforts from home during this time. We are thrilled to have all students here - together -
beginning Monday, April 19. In many ways, this is a first day of school all over again!

Our K-1 students have made this transition already, and have been combined in cohorts since March 22. Many of our
adjustments for 2-5 mirror the exact changes that were made in terms of scheduling and the like. However, with all of our
students returning to school on Monday, this is a good opportunity to share some important pieces. Please read carefully!

Arrival/Dismissal
● The health questionnaire for each student must be completed by 8:00 am as usual.
● Drop off remains a rolling entrance beginning at 8:20 AM and ending at 8:40 AM.
● All students will still report to their existing grade level entrances.
● Make sure your child has everything they need for the day when they arrive at school. For safety reasons, we are not

delivering snacks and supplies to students throughout the day. Include an extra mask in the backpack.
● Please maintain social distancing while you are waiting for your child(ren) outside, and remember masks are required

on school grounds.
● Once you have picked up your child, please exit the property and do not congregate.
● Be patient! The safety of our students is our #1 priority.

The School Day
● After dismissal, our school day does not end at 12:45. All staff/students will have lunch at home and afternoon meets

will be held.
● All students will have a 30 minute virtual special in the afternoon, Monday - Thursday. In addition, small group or

whole class meets will be held. The timing of these classes varies between 1:30 and 3:00 PM, dependent on grade level.
Teachers will communicate this schedule to families.

● All grade levels K-5 will hold a 1:30 whole class meet on Friday afternoons.
● Any changes or additions to Special Education or Basic Skills Instruction schedules will be communicated directly

from teachers.

What Is My Child’s Classroom Like?
● To adjust for additional students in the classrooms, desks have been arranged and students will be working at a 3-6 ft.

distance depending on the room.
● Desk shields have been installed on all classroom desks.
● In-person class sizes allowed for all students to remain in their existing classrooms.
● Some sample classroom photos are included at the end of this letter.
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Quarantine/Exposure/Close Contacts
● Exposures and close contacts will be handled on a case-by-case basis in collaboration with the Orchard health office

and the Village Department of Health.
● Please continue to keep your child home if they are unwell. We appreciate everyone erring on the side of caution this

year!
● Nurse Horton remains the point of contact for all questions or to share any information from your family. Please contact

her at chorton@ridgewood.k12.nj.us.
● As mentioned previously, with the beginning of this new phase, all K-5 buildings will officially end live streaming of

lessons. Now that our learners are returning to school, our teachers must give their full attention to the students in front
of them. Any student who must quarantine due to exposure or travel will receive independent work in reading, writing,
and math. Quarantining students will be able to participate in the afternoon online activities.

Finally, while we are eager to begin this transition, we continue to be at a heightened stage for virus transmission. We ask that
you help by doing your part. Remember to stay vigilant!

● Mask Up
● Social Distance - 6 ft.
● Masks on/windows down in vehicles with someone who does not live in your household
● Do not enter into one another’s homes - outside is best
● Wash your hands - 20 seconds - soap and warm water

Please join us in making the choices that will help maximize our efforts here at school.

Happy Friday Orchard. Have a wonderful weekend. Stay safe, be smart, be well. I cannot wait to see everyone on Monday
morning!

Sincerely,

Mary Ferreri
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